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Boston Children’s Museum Access Guide

Welcome to Boston Children’s Museum. This guide contains information about our building, programs, and exhibits. Please feel free to print this document and bring it to the Museum with you. If you need assistance of any kind, look for a staff person in a short-sleeve green Museum logo shirt and ID tag or come to the Information Desk in the first floor lobby. Our facility is fully wheelchair accessible indoors and out. Exhibits are designed to provide a great experience for all our visitors.

We hope you enjoy your visit.

Programs

Video monitors near the elevator on all three floors of the Museum have information about current activities and performances. Tickets to KidStage performances are available at the Information Desk in the first floor lobby. All tickets are free with Museum admission, but you must have a ticket to attend.

Visitor Services

Two sets of lockers are located on the first floor. One set is near the Lunch Room, and the other set is across from KidStage. A coat room is also available on the first floor of the Museum.

Wheelchairs are available for rent at the Admissions Desk on the first floor.

Maps in English, Spanish, Haitian Creole, Vietnamese, Somali, Portuguese, Cape Verdean Creole, and Chinese are available at the Admissions Desk.

Exhibit signs are available in Braille.

The Museum restaurant is Au Bon Pain and is located on Congress Street. It can be reached either directly from the street or from inside the Museum.
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Restrooms are located on every floor of the Museum in the following locations:

· Lunch Room, adjacent to Au Bon Pain on 1st floor

· At the rear of Science Playground on 1st floor

· At the rear of The Common on 2nd floor
· At the rear of PlaySpace on 2nd floor
· At the rear of Construction Zone on 3rd floor

Staff at the first floor Information Desk can assist in ordering taxis.

Outside the Museum
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Our front yard offers a variety of settings and experiences.  Starting from Congress Street, Milk Bottle Plaza has outdoor seating for lunch. During summer months you can buy ice cream and other snacks at the Hood Milk Bottle.

There is seating along the length of the Harborwalk outside the Museum. This area looks out onto Fort Point Channel; the view of downtown Boston across the water is fabulous.

As you pass the Museum entry on your right, you approach the Boulders. These six large pieces of marble are from Danby, Vermont. The low boulders are safe to climb. The smallest stone weighs 2 tons, and the largest weighs over 22 tons. You can feel the rough and smooth marks of quarry tools on the raw, unpolished stone. The rock reflects heat and absorbs cold, leaving it cool to the touch in all weather. 

Just beyond the Boulders is the Nature Walk. This enclosed green space is planted with native New England species, and the path is fully accessible.  
Inside the Museum
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When you enter the Museum, the Admissions Desk is directly ahead of you. After purchasing tickets, you will enter the main lobby and atrium. The Information Desk is located in this space.
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The main elevator is located at the center of the building next to the Three-Story Climb. If you need assistance with the elevator, ask any staff person.
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Exhibits

This guide describes a route you can take through the Museum.  Staff assistance is available in many areas. There is a central corridor along each of the three exhibit floors. Exhibit areas are accessed from this central path. 

Floor 1

From the lobby you can enter Kid Power, the Three-Story Climb, or Science Playground.

Three-Story Climb
This climbing sculpture has entries around the bottom. It goes up 32 feet and is completely enclosed by tight metal mesh from top to bottom. The entrance and exit to the Climb are located on the first floor. There is an emergency exit on the third floor which is staffed by Museum personnel at all times. Parents who would like to follow their children as they climb can observe from the second and third floor walkways.

Science Playground

This exhibit area has 3 sections – as you enter, Investigate is directly in front of you, Bubbles is to the left, and Raceways is to the right.

In Bubbles you can create soap bubbles big and small, round and square, full of colors.

Investigate features a science demonstration table with different hands-on activities. Toward the back of this space are beautiful natural history collections and live animals. This exhibit area encourages the use of all five senses to investigate the natural world.

Raceways is a popular exhibit where golf balls on tracks demonstrate the principles of motion.
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As you face the entrance to Science Playground, KidStage is to the left down the main corridor with a long red carpet leading to its entry. The day’s schedule is posted on a sign above KidStage’s entrance. Tickets for performances are free and available at the Information Desk. All performances last approximately 20 minutes and are appropriate for all ages.

Museum Shop, Lunch Room, and Au Bon Pain

As you face the entrance to Science Playground, the Museum Shop, Lunch Room, and Au Bon Pain are all to the right off the main corridor.

Kid Power

This exhibit begins on the first floor and extends up onto the second level of the Museum. It encourages lots of active play, including accessible bikes, a mini gym, and touch-sensitive dance floor. The exhibit inspires visitors to balance a good diet with activity.

Floor 2

You can reach the second floor of the Museum by stairs through the Kid Power exhibit or by using the elevator or stairs in the center of the building. All of these take you to the central corridor on the second floor.

From the elevator or central stairs, you will be facing The Common. Peep’s World and PlaySpace are to the left down the corridor. A second entry to The Common, Arthur & Friends, the Art Studio and The Recycle Shop are to the right down the corridor.

The Common

The Common features lots of games including our giant chess set, shadow play wall, and the magical musical chairs. Sometimes special programs take place in this area, and it’s a great place to sit and relax.
Countdown to Kindergarten!
From the elevator or stairs, Countdown to Kindergarten! is to the left down the main corridor. This model classroom welcomes kids to take part in a typical Kindergarten experience while adults can ask staff "teachers" questions they may have about Kindergarten. Ride the bus to school, put your belongings in a backpack, and choose an activity that will help you practice going to Kindergarten! 
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Peep’s World
As you enter the exhibit, there are water tables on your left, a walkway through a shadow-play area straight ahead, and at the back of the exhibit, tables where you can play with sand.
PlaySpace

As you pass Peep’s World and continue down the main corridor, you will see an entry to Kid Power on the left. The entry to PlaySpace is on the right at the end of the corridor. PlaySpace is a gated exhibit area restricted to children under the age of 3 and their adult companions. It includes a hands-on art area, wooden train set, playhouse, and family resource room with snack area. There is always a staff person in this exhibit area.

Arthur & Friends

From the elevator or stairs, turn right down the main corridor to arrive at Arthur & Friends. Moving down the main corridor, you will pass cutouts of Arthur and his friends just before the entry to the exhibit on your left. Arthur & Friends is based on the popular children’s books and TV series. You can play in Arthur’s kitchen and classroom, have a backyard sleepover, or take a trip on his friend Buster’s airplane.
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As you pass Arthur & Friends and continue down the main corridor, the next exhibit entry on your left is for temporary exhibits. Check our website or the Information Desk for information on exhibits in this space. Walk through this exhibit area to reach the Art Zone.

As you enter the Art Zone, The Recycle Shop is on your left at the 9 o’clock position, the Art Studio is directly ahead at 12 o’clock, Johnny’s Workbench is at 2 o’clock, and The Gallery is on your right at 4 o’clock. There is a picket fence that frames the entry to the Art Studio followed by double doors leading into the studio.

The Recycle Shop

A huge variety of papers, fabrics, plastic bits, and all kinds of unusual items are for sale and are great for art projects at home or school. You can purchase a bag at the Admissions Desk.

The Gallery

This temporary exhibit space alternates between our Weaving exhibit and displays of artwork.  Weaving offers oversized looms with materials of many textures and colors. For more information on current exhibits, please check our website or the Information Desk.

[image: image10.wmf]
Johnny’s Workbench

The entry to Johnny’s Workbench is just beyond The Gallery on your right. Here kids can try out simple tools like rulers, screwdrivers, and files and work on small construction projects.  It’s a great place for adults and children to work together.  

Art Studio

This space offers a quiet, focused respite from busier exhibit spaces. Each month there are different media to explore, and staff offer guidance with every project. This is a drop-in work area on most days, but on busy weekends and holidays, the Art Studio admits a limited number of visitors each half hour. 
Floor 3

You can reach the third floor of the Museum by using the elevator or stairs in the center of the building. From the elevator or central stairs, you will be facing Construction Zone. The Global Gallery is down the corridor on your left, Boston Black is on your right, and the Japanese House is farther along on your right.  A second entrance to Construction Zone and staff offices are down the corridor to your right.

Construction Zone

Surrounded by portraits of people who worked in Boston’s Big Dig, you can move trucks through tunnels and bridges, practice walking on a steel girder or sit at the controls of a bobcat. You can play with construction toys too.

Global Gallery

From the elevator or stairs, the Global Gallery is to the left down the main corridor. This is the Museum’s largest space for hosting temporary exhibitions. Check our website or the Information Desk for information on exhibits in this space. There are two entries to this gallery, both to the left off the main corridor.

[image: image11.wmf]
Boston Black

If you pass the Global Gallery on the main corridor, the entry to Boston Black, A City Connects is on the right a few steps farther. This exhibit is a visit with many Black communities that coexist in Boston. Visit a barber shop, grocery store, café, or carnival garage and learn more about Boston through a discussion of race and identity.
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Japanese House

If you pass Boston Black and continue to the end of the main corridor, the exhibit entry on your right is the Japanese House.  Parts of this house are 150 years old. The house was given to the City of Boston by Kyoto, Japan, in 1979 and has been housed at the Museum ever since. Wheelchair access is through the Boston Black exhibit area.

Hours

Open every day from 10am – 5pm and Fridays until 9pm.  

Closed on Thanksgiving and Christmas. Close at 3pm on Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve. Open at noon on New Year’s Day.

Phone Number

(617) 426-6500​






